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IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please amend claims 3, 4, 7-9 and 18-21 and a dd new claims 24-33 as follows: 

3. (Amended) The wet-responsh^e fiber as claimed in claim 1 [or 2], 
wherein said resin having the anionic ^^(Sup is at le^t one resin selected from the group 
consisting of polyacrylic acid salt^ef^boxymethyl cellulose, carboxymethyl starch, alginic acid, 
xanthane gum and polymettj^rylic acid salt. 




4. / (Apert^d) The wet-responsive fiber^asj£laiiH€d--iTrclaim 1 [or 2], 
wherein said^e^\^having the^aJiaaie--^Sup is at least one resin selected from the group 
cojisi^ing of cationized cellulose, cationized starch, cationized cyamoposis gum, cationized 
dextrin and poly(dimethylmethylenepiperidinium chloride). 



7. (Amended:) The wet-responsive fiber as claimed injclaim 5 [or 6], 
wherein said base resin is^least one resin selected from the grojip consisting ^f viscose rayon, 
polynosic rayon, cupra and saponified acetate. 



8. (Amended) The wet-re^onsive fiber as claimed in claim 5 [or 6], 
wherein saiA resin having the anionic gro^ is at least ohe resin selected from the group 
consisting qf polyacrylic acid salt, carba?^S™ethyl cellulose, carboxymethyl starch, alginic acid, 
xanthane guin and polymethacrylic srcid salt 
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9. (Ameniied) The wet-respoja^e fiber K% claimed in claim 5 [or 6], 
wherein said resin having me cationic gmap is at least one resin selected from the group 
consisting of cationized cellizl^se, ^^Hlonized starch, cationized cyamoposis.,£juiHrcationized 
dextrin and polvf dimethvlmetb<^lenfem neridinium i± 




18. (Amended) The nonwoven fabric as claimed in claim 13 [or 15], 
wherein said regenerated cellulose is at least one resin selected from the group consisting of 
viscose rayon, polynosic rayon, cupra and saponified acetate, 

19. (Amended) The nonwoven fabric as claimed in claim 12, [13 or 15,] 
wherein said cationic resin is at least one resin selected from the group consisting of cationized 
cellulose, cationized starch, cationized cyamoposis gum, cationized dextrin and 
poly(dimethylmethylenepiperidinium chloride). 

20. (Amended) The nonwoven fabric as claimed in claim 12, [13 or 15,] 
wherein said anionic resin is at least one resin selected from the group consisting of poly acrylic 
acid salt, carboxymethyl cellulose, carboxymethyl starch, alginic acid, xanthane gum and 
polymethacrylic acid salt. 



2 1 . (Amended) The nonwoven fabric as claimed in [any one of claims 1 2 
to 20] claim 12 , which has water decomposability. 



4 



Isao OMURA et al. 
Add the following new claims 24-33: 



—24. The wet-responsive fiber as claimed in claim 2, wherein said resin having 
the anionic group is at least one resin selected fi-om the group consisting of polyacrylic acid salt^^ 
carboxymethyl cellulose, carboxymethyl starch, alginic acid, xanth ane gum and polymetlj^rylic 
acid salt. 




25, y The wet-responsive fiber as claimed in claim 2<^herein said resinVhaving 



the cationic group is at least one resin selected from the group assisting of cationized ce 



lulose. 



cationi^'^d starch, cationized cyamoposis 
poly (dlmethylmethy lenepiperidinium chloride) . 



im, cationized dextrin and 



26. The wet-responsive fiber as claimed in claim 6, wherein said base resin 
is it least one resin selected fi-om th^roup consisting of viscose rayon, polynosic rayon, cupra 
anfl saponified acetate. 



fhe wet-responsive fiber as claimed in claim 6, wherein said resin having 
the anionic groupyis at least one resin selected fi-om the group consisting of polyacrylic acid salt, 
carboxymethyl cellulose, carboxymethyl starch, alginic acid, xanthane gum andpolymethacrylic 
acid salt^ 
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; claime^jrfclaim 6, wherein paid resin having 



28. The wet-respon§i 
the cationic group is at least one r^n selecte^^^frdm the group consisting of cationized cellulose, 
cationized starch, catiojJ(iz€d cyamoposis gum, cationized dextiiiL— and 
poly(dimethylmettij4^epiperidini™ 



29. The nonwoven fabric as claimed in claim 15, wherein said regenerated 
cellulose is at least one resin selected from the group consisting of viscose rayon, polynosic 
rayon, cupra and saponified acetate. 



30. The nonwoven fabric as claimed in claim 13, wherein said cationic resin 
is at least one resin selected from the group consisting of cationized cellulose, cationized starch, 
cationized cyamoposis gum, cationized dextrin and poly(dimethylmethylenepiperidinium 
chloride). 



3 1 . The nonwoven fabric as claimed in claim 1 5, wherein said cationic resin 
is at least one resin selected from the group consisting of cationized cellulose, cationized starch, 
cationized cyamoposis gum, cationized dextrin and poly(dimethyhnethylenepiperidinium 
chloride). 



32. The nonwoven fabric as claimed in claim 13, wherein said anionic resin 
is at least one resin selected from the group consisting of poly acrylic acid salt, carboxymethyl 
cellulose, carboxymethyl starch, alginic acid, xanthane gum and polymethacrylic acid salt. 
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